
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Regular Meeting 

 Tuesday, June 9, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Gymnasium at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the 
Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II, Councilmembers Jeffrey 
L. Thomas, Dana Reich, Ronald L. Ream, and Stacey A. Hackman, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Solicitor Amy 
B. Leonard, Assistant Manager Barry A. Ludwig, and Manager Michael R. McKenna.  Absent was 
President Pro Tem Eric L. Powell. 

The Chair opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Jeffrey L. Thomas seconded to approve the minutes of the previous 
meeting held May 12, 2020.  Motion carried.  

The Chair opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Jack Gombach, newly appointed President/CEO of the Myerstown Vitality Partnership, addressed the 
Council to introduce himself.  He announced that the first “post-Covid” meeting of the MVP will be held 
on June 29, 2020, and that the main priority of MVP at this point is to apply for Main Street designation 
from the Department of Community and Economic Development. 

Mayor Ebling’s report was presented to Council.  The Mayor noted that Layser’s Flowers donated all the 
flowers for the community flowerpots and thanked them for their donation.  The Mayor then presented 
a resignation letter from current EMA Coordinator Scott Yeagley.  Park W. Haverstick, II moved and 
Dana Reich seconded to accept the resignation of Scott Yeagley as EMA Coordinator for Myerstown 
Borough.  Motion Carried. 

The Zoning and Property Maintenance Memorandum was presented from Light-Heigel & Associates, 
Inc.  Dana Reich reported that she received a complaint from a resident about a property on the 100 
block of S Broad St that has high grass and weeds, and generally poor property maintenance.  The 
Manager stated he would pass along the complaint to the code official.  Jeffrey L. Thomas expressed 
concern about parking on North Railroad Street at Route 422.  Mr. Thomas mentioned that the cars are 
being parked on the street too close to Rte. 422 and are causing unsafe driving conditions.  President 
Bryan L. Rittle stated that the situation should be looked into to determine if parking should be 
prohibited in that area. 

Solicitor Leonard’s report was presented to Council.  Ms. Leonard noted that the public hearings for 
Ordinances No. 853 and 854 would be held at the Council Meeting on June 24, 2020, and that she would 
be in attendance to run the hearings.  Ms. Leonard then reported on collections for the 2019 delinquent 
stormwater assessment fee bills.  She recommended that Council authorize sending a notice to 
delinquent property owners who received their notice via certified mail but have not paid informing 
them that they may be granted 90-days leniency on their payment if they have financial hardship due 
to the Covid-19 health crisis.  Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to authorize 
the Borough Solicitor to notify by mail the property owners delinquent on their 2019 Stormwater 
Assessment Fees, who received late notices via certified mail, informing them that if they have financial 
hardships due to the Covid-19 crisis they may contact the Borough Office to be granted 90-days leniency 
on their payment.  Motion carried. 

Barry A. Ludwig’s Assistant Manager report was presented to Council.  He presented information from 
the Redevelopment Authority of Lebanon County about the North Railroad Street and West Main 
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Avenue paving project.  Bids were received for the project and reviewed by the Borough Engineer, who 
recommended that Borough Council recommend the lowest responsible bidder, New Enterprise, to be 
selected for the project.  Manager McKenna noted that this project is funded in-part by the Community 
Development Block Grant, and that the project is administered by the Redevelopment Authority of 
Lebanon County.  Ronald L. Ream moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to recommend that the 
Redevelopment Authority of Lebanon County award the bid for the North Railroad Street and West 
Main Avenue paving project to New Enterprise, the lowest responsible bidder.  Motion carried.  Assistant 
Manager Ludwig then explained to Borough Council that the project to replace the roof on the Control 
Building at the Wastewater Treatment Facility has become a high priority due to rapid deterioration 
and water damage.  He asked that Council approve to move forward with the replacement of the roof 
using a CoStars-approved vendor.  He mentioned that this would be a shared expense with Jackson 
Township and Millcreek-Richland Joint Authority.  Ronald L. Ream moved and Dana Reich seconded to 
approve the roof replacement project for the Control Building at the Wastewater Treatment Facility, and 
for the contractor to be chosen by the Assistant Manager through the CoStars program.  Motion carried. 

Manager Michael R. McKenna’s report was presented to Council.  He announced that as of last Friday, 
when Governor Wolf announced that Lebanon County was in the Yellow Phase of the Governor’s 
Reopening Plan, all employees were working their normal office hours on site.  Mr. McKenna noted that 
the office would open to the public once Lebanon County moved into the Green Phase of the Reopening 
Plan. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report for May 
2020 as submitted and have it placed on file for audit.  Motion carried. 

Dana Reich moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to approve the payment of bills as submitted.  Motion 
carried. 

Stacey A. Hackman moved and Dana Reich seconded to authorize a 12-month payment plan in 
cooperation with the Myerstown Water Authority as billing relief to the owner of 325 South Cherry 
Street from abnormally high sewer charges.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to deny the request from the Myerstown Rotary 
Club for a project at the Isaac Meier Homestead to remove the utility poles from the lawn and install 
raised shrubbery.  Motion carried.  Dana Reich expressed concern that the project would add too many 
new maintenance responsibilities to the Public Works Department at a time when staffing is tight and 
their workload high.  Barry confirmed that the workload is high, especially with the number of projects 
put on hold because of the Covid-19 health crisis.   Dana Reich proposed that either the Rotary Club 
could pay to maintain the project or reduce the scope of the project to minimize maintenance costs and 
labor.  Council President Bryan L. Rittle also expressed concern about adding to the workload of the 
Public Works staff.  He noted that the project, as proposed, is not simply one or two days of easy 
maintenance.  President Rittle agreed with the notion that a different project should be proposed that 
has less maintenance requirements. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to authorize the Borough Solicitor to 
advertise Ordinance #854 regulating the use of fireworks in the Borough.  Motion carried. 

Council recessed the regular meeting and entered Executive Session at 8:01 p.m. to discuss personnel 
matters. 

Council returned from Executive Session at 8:12 p.m., reconvening the regular session. 
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Dana Reich moved and Stacey A. Hackman seconded to authorize the hiring of Barry Kline as a full-time 
entry-level laborer for the Wastewater Treatment Department at $16.00 per hour and to authorize the 
Manager and Assistant Manager to go up to $16.50 per hour in wage negotiations.  Motion carried. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Ronald L. Ream seconded to ratify the hiring of Hunter Hockley as a 
seasonal laborer for the Public Works Department at $11.00 per hour.  Motion carried. 

The Chair asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.   

Manager McKenna announced that Councilmember Eric L. Powell was admitted into the hospital due 
to a health emergency and asked everyone in attendance to keep him in their thoughts and prayers. 

Park W. Haverstick, II moved and Dana Reich seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Michael R. McKenna, MPA 
       Manager/Secretary                 
 


